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In purchasing patent rights one should, of course, be able to trace the right to deal in them from the selling company back to the patentee. The laws and court decisions relative to the common use of a patent by the employers of the man who developed the patent, and by the inventor himself, should also be considered, as he might purchase exclusive local rights of the one parly only to encounter competition from the other.
3.    COST. (1)   Establishing an  Industry.
The amount of capital necessary to purchase a machine or outfit sufficient to make the equivalent of from 5,000 to 20,000 brick per day is in no case more than from $200 to $600. To this must be added credit or capital sufficient to obtain supplies, rent of land, use of teams, etc., to suit local conditions.
If the form of block, or the whole process, is patented, an additional sum must be paid for patent rights for the local use of the process. The companies holding these rights are all ready to sell exclusive local rights at rates ranging from $5 to $50 per thousand population. Sometimes a part of this payment may be made as a royalty on wall as made until whole contract amount is paid.
It is usually best to establish the industry near the source of supply of broken stone or sand, or near railroad yard or wharf where such material may be unloaded. Inasmuch as any considerable business will require an extensive plant of tram cars and sprinkler system to care for the blocks, etc., after being made, it will usually be best to make the blocks at a central yard and transport by team to the building site after they are cured and ready for the wall. The machinery is usually so light and portable, however, that for a large building it often pays to set it up at the site, and if this is done, the blocks may be put into the wall sooner after manufacture than would be the case if necessary to team them.
The advertising pages of "Engineering News," "The Cement Age," "Cement and Engineering News," "Municipal Engineering," and many other scientific journals contain advertisements of those firms which have been mentioned, as well as of many others. "Municipal Engineering" (No. 1 Broadway, New York), July, 1905 ($0.25 per copy), contains advertisements of 58 companies in the United States which make machinery or molds for the manufacture of concrete building blocks, or associated products. All of these companies have literature concerning their processes for distribution, and the writer would suggest that much of this literature deserves perusal, and the advertisements themselves are well worth reading. In corresponding with any of these firms, he